Monday 07 Sep 2026 of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading 1 Corinthians 5:1-8

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

| have been told as an undoubted fact that one of you is living with his father’s wife. This is a case of sexual
immorality among you that must be unparalleled even among pagans. How can you be so proud of
yourselves? You should be in mourning. A man who does a thing like that ought to have been expelled from
the community. Though | am far away in body, | am with you in spirit, and have already condemned the man
who did this thing as if | were actually present. When you are assembled together in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and | am spiritually present with you, then with the power of our Lord Jesus he is to be handed over
to Satan so that his sensual body may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.

The pride that you take in yourselves is hardly to your credit. You must know how even a small amount of
yeast is enough to leaven all the dough, so get rid of all the old yeast, and make yourselves into a completely
new batch of bread, unleavened as you are meant to be. Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed; let us
celebrate the feast, then, by getting rid of all the old yeast of evil and wickedness, having only the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 5:5-7. 12. R. v.9

(R.) Lead me in your justice, Lord.

1. You are no God who loves evil;
no sinner is your guest.
The boastful shall not stand their ground
before your face. (R.)

2. You hate all who do evil:
you destroy all who lie.
The deceitful and bloodthirsty man
the Lord detests. (R.)

3. All those you protect shall be glad
and ring out their joy.
You shelter them, in you they rejoice,
those who love your name. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation John 10:27

Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; | know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 6:6-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

On the sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach, and a man was there whose right hand
was withered. The scribes and the Pharisees were watching him to see if he would cure a man on the
sabbath, hoping to find something to use against him. But he knew their thoughts; and he said to the man
with the withered hand, ‘Stand up! Come out into the middle.” And he came out and stood there. Then Jesus
said to them, ‘I put it to you: is it against the law on the sabbath to do good, or to do evil; to save life, or to
destroy it?” Then he looked round at them all and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his
hand was better. But they were furious, and began to discuss the best way of dealing with Jesus.



Tuesday 08 Sep 2026 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
First Reading Micah 5:1-4

A reading from the prophet Micah
The Lord says this:

‘You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me

the one who is to rule over Israel;

his origin goes back to the distant past,

to the days of old.

The Lord is therefore going to abandon them

till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth.

Then the remnant of his brothers will come back

to the sons of Israel.

He will stand and feed his flock

with the power of the Lord,

with the majesty of the name of his God.

They will live secure, for from then on, he will extend his power
to the ends of the land.

He himself will be peace.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 12:6-7. R. Is 61:10
(R.) With delight | rejoice in the Lord.

1. Lord, | trust in your merciful love.
Let my heart rejoice in your saving help. (R.)

2. Let me sing to the Lord for his goodness to me,
singing psalms to the name of the Lord, the Most High. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Happy are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving of all praise; from you rose the sun of justice, Christ the
Lord.

Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 1:18-23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came
to live together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of
honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do
this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give
birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their
sins.” Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call
him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’.



Wednesday 09 Sep 2026 of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time
Year 2

First Reading 1 Corinthians 7:25-31

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

About remaining celibate, | have no directions from the Lord but give my own opinion as one who, by the
Lord’s mercy, has stayed faithful. Well then, | believe that in these present times of stress this is right: that it
is good for a man to stay as he is. If you are tied to a wife, do not look for freedom; if you are free of a wife,
then do not look for one. But if you marry, it is no sin, and it is not a sin for a young girl to get married. They
will have their troubles, though, in their married life, and | should like to spare you that.

Brothers, this is what | mean: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they
had none, and those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying
life should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as
though they had nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not become
engrossed in it. | say this because the world as we know it is passing away.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 44:11-12. 14-17. R. v.11

(R.) Listen to me daughter; see and bend your ear.
1. Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words:

forget your own people and your father’s house.

So will the king desire your beauty:

He is your lord, pay homage to him. (R.)

2. The daughter of the king is clothed with splendour,
her robes embroidered with pearls set in gold.
She is led to the king with her maiden companions. (R.)

3. They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
they pass within the palace of the king.
Sons shall be yours in place of your fathers;
you will make them princes over all the earth. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Luke 6:23

Alleluia, alleluial
Rejoice and be glad; your reward will be great in heaven.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 6:20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Fixing his eyes on his disciples Jesus said:

‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.

‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as a criminal, on the
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your reward will be great
in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated the prophets.

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now.
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.

‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.’



Thursday 10 Sep 2026 of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-7.11-13

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

‘We all have knowledge’; yes, that is so, but knowledge gives self-importance — it is love that makes the
building grow. A man may imagine he understands something, but still not understand anything in the way
that he ought to. But any man who loves God is known by him. Well then, about eating food sacrificed to
idols: we know that idols do not really exist in the world and that there is no god but the One. And even if
there were things called gods, either in the sky or on earth — where there certainly seem to be ‘gods’ and
‘lords’ in plenty — still for us there is one God, the Father, from whom all things come and for whom we exist;
and there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things come and through whom we exist.

Some people, however, do not have this knowledge. There are some people who have been so long used to
idols that they eat this food as though it really had been sacrificed to the idol, and their conscience, being
weak, is defiled by it. In this way your knowledge could become the ruin of someone weak, of a brother for
whom Christ died. By sinning in this way against your brothers, and injuring their weak consciences, it would
be Christ against whom you sinned. That is why, since food can be the occasion of my brother’s downfall, |
shall never eat meat again in case | am the cause of a brother’s downfall.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 138:1-3. 13-14. 23-24. R. v.24

(R.) Guide me, Lord, along the everlasting way.

1. O Lord, you search me and you know me, you
know my resting and my rising, you discern my
purpose from afar. You mark my purpose from
afar. You mark when | walk or lie down,

all my ways lie open to you. (R.)

2. For it was you who created my being, knit me

wonder of my being, for the wonders of all your
creation. (R.)

3. O search me, God, and know my heart. O
test me and know my thoughts. See that | follow
not the wrong path and lead me in the path of life
eternal. (R.)

together in my mother’s womb. | thank you for the

Gospel Acclamation 1 John 4:12

Alleluia, alleluia!
If we love one another, God will live in us in perfect love.
Alleluial

Gospel Luke 6:27-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly. To the man who slaps you on one
cheek, present the other cheek too; to the man who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give
to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for your property back from the man who robs you. Treat others
as you would like them to treat you. If you love those who love you, what thanks can you expect? Even
sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what thanks can you
expect? For even sinners do that much. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount. Instead, love your enemies and
do good, and lend without any hope of return. You will have a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most
High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.

‘Be compassionate as your father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do
not condemn, and you will not be condemned yourselves; grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and
there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured
into your lap; because the amount you measure out is the amount you will be given back.’



Friday 11 Sep 2026 of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-19.22-27

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on me; | should be punished if |
did not preach it! If | had chosen this work myself, | might have been paid for it, but as | have not, it is a
responsibility which had been put into my hands. Do you know what my reward is? It is this: in my preaching,
to be able to offer the Good News free, and not insist on the rights which the gospel gives me.

So, though | am not a slave of any man | have made myself the slave of everyone so as to win as many as |
could. I made myself all things to all men in order to save some at any cost; and | still do this, for the sake of
the gospel, to have a share in its blessing.

All the runners at the stadium are trying to win, but only one of them gets the prize. You must run in the same
way, meaning to win. All the fighters at the games go into strict training; they do this just to win a wreath that
will wither away, but we do it for a wreath that will never wither. That is how | run, intent on winning; that is
how | fight, not beating the air. | treat my body hard and make it obey me, for, having been an announcer
myself, | should not want to be disqualified.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 83:3-6. 12. R. v.2
(R) How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord, mighty God!

My soul is longing and yearning,

is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God. (R.)

2. The sparrow herself finds a home
and the swallow a nest for her brood;
she lays her young by your altars,
Lord of hosts, my king and my God. (R.)

3. They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in you,
in whose hearts are the roads to Zion. (R.)

4. For the Lord God is a rampart, a shield;
he will give us his favour and glory.
The Lord will not refuse any good
to those who walk without blame. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation See John 17:17

Alleluia, alleluial
Your word, O Lord, is truth: make us holy in the truth.
Alleluial

Gospel Luke 6:39-42

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus told a parable to the disciples, ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will fall into a pit?
The disciple is not superior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will always be like his teacher. Why do
you observe the splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own? How can you say to
your brother, “Brother, let me take out the splinter that is in your eye”, when you cannot see the plank in your
own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take out
the splinter that is in your brother’s eye.’



Saturday 12 Sep 2026 of the twenty-third week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading 1 Corinthians 10:14-22

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

My dear brothers, you must keep clear of idolatry. | say to you as sensible people; judge for yourselves what
| am saying. The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ, and the bread that we
break is a communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one loaf means that, though there
are many of us, we form a single body because we all have a share in this one loaf. Look at the other Israel,
the race, where those who eat the sacrifices are in communion with the altar. Does this mean that the food
sacrificed to idols has a real value, or that the idol itself is real? Not at all. It simply means that the sacrifice
that they offer they sacrifice to demons who are not God. | have no desire to see you in communion with
demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot take your share at the
table of the Lord and at the table of demons. Do we want to make the Lord angry; are we stronger than he
is?

Responsorial Psalm Ps 115:12-13.17-18. R. v.17

(R.) To you, Lord, I will offer a sacrifice of praise.

1. How can | repay the Lord
for his goodness to me?
The cup of salvation | will raise;
| will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)

2. A thanksgiving sacrifice | make:
I will call on the Lord’s name.
My vows to the Lord | will fulfil
before all his people. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation John 14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words, and my father will love them, and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 6:43-49

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree that
produces sound fruit. For every tree can be told by its own fruit; people do not pick figs from thorns, nor gather
grapes from brambles. A good man draws what is good from the store of goodness in his heart; a bad man
draws what is bad from the store of badness. For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.

‘Why do you call me, “Lord, Lord” and not do what | say?’

‘Everyone who comes to me and listens to my words and acts on them — | will show you what he is like. He
is like the man who when he built his house dug, and dug deep, and laid the foundations on rock; when the
river was in flood it bore down on that house but could not shake it, it was so well built. But the one who
listens and does nothing is like the man who built his house on soil, with no foundations: as soon as the river
bore down on it, it collapsed; and what a ruin that house became!’



