
Monday 24 Aug 2026 Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 

First Reading Revelation 21:9-14 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
The angel came to speak to me, and said, ‘Come here and I will show you the bride that the Lamb has 
married.’ In the spirit, he took me to the top of an enormous high mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the 
holy city, coming down from God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory of God and glittered like some 
precious jewel of crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it were of a great height, and had twelve gates; at each 
of the twelve gates there was an angel, and over the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel; on the east there were three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west 
three gates. The city walls stood on twelve foundation stones, each of which bore the name of one of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 144:10-13. 17-18. R. see v.12 

(R.) Your friends tell the glory of your kingship, Lord. 
1. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,  

and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 
They shall speak of the glory of your reign 
and declare your might, O God. (R.) 

2. They make known to me your mighty deeds  
and the glorious splendour of your reign. 
Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 
your rule lasts from age to age. (R.) 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways  
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
who call on him from their hearts? (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation John 1:49 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Master, you are the Son of God, you are the king of Israel. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel John 1:45-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, the one about 
whom the prophets wrote: he is Jesus’s son of Joseph, from Nazareth.’ ‘From Nazareth?’ said Nathanael. 
‘Can anything good come from that place?’ ‘Come and see,’ replied Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming, he said of him, ‘There is an Israelite who deserves the name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you know 
me?’ said Nathanael. ‘Before Philip came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you under the fig tree.’ Nathanael 
answered, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that just 
because I said: I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.’ And then he added, ‘I tell 
you most solemnly, you will see heaven laid open and, above the Son of Man, the angels of God ascending 
and descending.’ 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 25 Aug 2026 of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time Year 
2 

First Reading 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3.14-17 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
To turn, brothers, to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we shall all be gathered round him: please 
do not get excited too soon or alarmed by any prediction or rumour or any letter claiming to come from us, 
implying that the Day of the Lord has already arrived. Never let anyone deceive you in this way. 

Through the Good News that we brought God called you so that you should share the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Stand firm, then, brothers, and keep the traditions that we taught you, whether by word of mouth or 
by letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who has given us his love and, through his 
grace, such inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and strengthen you in everything good 
that you do or say. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95:10-13. R. v.13 

(R.) The Lord comes to judge the earth. 
1. Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’  

The world he made firm in its place; 
he will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.) 

2. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,  
let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 
let the land and all it bears rejoice, 
all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 
he comes to rule the earth. (R.) 

3. With justice he will rule the world,  
he will judge the peoples with his truth. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and active; it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 23:23-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said, ‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who pay your tithe of mint and dill and 
cummin and have neglected the weightier matters of the Law – justice, mercy, good faith! These you should 
have practised, without neglecting the others. You blind guides! Straining out gnats and swallowing camels! 

‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who clean the outside of cup and dish and leave 
the inside full of extortion and intemperance. Blind Pharisees! Clean the inside of cup and dish first so that 
the outside may become clean as well.’ 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday 26 Aug 2026 of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time 
Year 2 

First Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10.16-18 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we urge you, brothers, to keep away from any of the brothers who 
refuses to work or to live according to the tradition we passed on to you. 

You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever 
have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for them; no, we worked night and day, slaving and straining, 
so as not to be a burden on any of you. This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to make 
ourselves an example for you to follow. 

We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. 

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace all the time and in every way. The Lord be with you all. 

From me, PAUL, these greetings in my own handwriting, which is the mark of genuineness in every letter; 
this is my own writing. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 127:1-2. 4-5. R. see v.1 

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord. 
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord  

and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands, you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 

2. Indeed, thus shall be blessed  
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion? 
all the days of your life! (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation 1 John 2:5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 23:27-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said, ‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who are like whitewashed tombs that 
look handsome on the outside, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and every kind of corruption. In the 
same way you appear to people from the outside like good honest men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness. 

‘Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You who build the sepulchres of the prophets and 
decorate the tombs of holy men, saying, “We would never have joined in shedding the blood of the prophets, 
had we lived in our fathers’ day.” So! Your own evidence tells against you! You are the sons of those who 
murdered the prophets! Very well then, finish off the work that your fathers began.’ 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 27 Aug 2026 of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time Year 
2 

First Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of 
God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place among all the saints 
everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you 
have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has 
indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are 
waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last 
day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; 
and God is faithful. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 144:2-7. R. see v.1 

(R.) I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
1. I will bless you day after day  

and praise your name for ever. 
The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be measured. (R.) 

2. Age to age shall proclaim your works,  
shall declare your mighty deeds, 
shall speak of your splendour and glory, 
tell the tale of your wonderful works. (R.) 

3. They will speak of your terrible deeds,  
recount your greatness and might. 
They will recall your abundant goodness; 
age to age shall ring out your justice. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42. 44 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 24:42-51 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You 
may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, 
he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break the wall of his house. Therefore, 
you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

‘What sort of servant, then, is faithful and wise enough for the master to place him over his household to give 
them their food at the proper time? Happy that servant if his master’s arrival finds him at this employment. I 
tell you solemnly, he will place him over everything he owns. But as for the dishonest servant who says to 
himself, “My master is taking his time,” and sets about beating his fellow servants and eating and drinking 
with drunkards, his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an hour he does not know. The 
master will cut him off and send him to the same fate as the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.’ 

 

 



Friday 28 Aug 2026 of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time Year 2 

First Reading 1 Corinthians 1:17-25 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of 
philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed. The language of the cross may be illogical 
to those who are not on the way to salvation, but those of us who are on the way see it as God’s power to 
save. As scripture says: I shall destroy the wisdom of the wise and bring to nothing all the learning of the 
learned. Where are the philosophers now? Where are the scribes? Where are any of our thinkers today? Do 
you see now how God has shown up the foolishness of human wisdom? If it was God’s wisdom that human 
wisdom should not know God, it was because God wanted to save those who have faith through the 
foolishness of the message that we preach. And so, while the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look 
for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to 
the pagan’s madness, but to those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is 
the power and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness 
is stronger than human strength. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 10-11. R. v.5 

(R.) The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. (R.) 

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful  
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. (R.) 

3. He frustrates the designs of the nations,  
he defeats the plans of the peoples. 
His own designs shall stand for ever, 
the plans of his heart from age to age. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 21:36 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful, pray constantly, that we may be worthy to stand before the Son of Man. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their 
lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 
bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The 
bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, 
and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they 
replied, “There may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to those who sell it and buy some 
for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said, 
“open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So, stay awake, because you 
do not know either the day or the hour.’ 

 

 



Saturday 29 Aug 2026 of the twenty-first week in Ordinary Time Year 
2 The Beheading of John the Baptist 

First Reading Jeremiah 1:17-19 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
Brace yourself for action Stand up and tell them All I command you Do not be dismayed at their presence, 
Or in their presence I will make you dismayed I, for my part, today will make you into a fortified city, A pillar 
of iron and a wall of bronze to confront all this land: The kings of Judah, its princes, Its priest and the country 
people. They will fight against you but shall not overcome you, For I am with you to deliver you- 
It is the lord who speaks.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 70:1-6.15.17. R. see v.15 

(R.) I will sing your salvation 
1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge 
Let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, free me: 
Pay heed to me and save me. (R.) 
 
2. Be a rock where I can Take refuge 
A mighty stronghold to save me 
For you are my rock, my stronghold 
Free me from the hands of the wicked (R) 
 

3.It is you O Lord who are my hope, 
My trust, O Lord since my youth. 
On you I have leaped from my birth 
From my mothers womb you have been my help                                                           

(R ) 
 
4. My lips will tell of your justice 
And day by day of your help 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
And I proclaim your wonders still (R ) 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:10 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy are they who suffer persecution for justice’ sake; the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Mark 6:17-29 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Herod had sent to have John arrested, and have him chained up in prison because of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife whom he had married. For John had told Herod, ‘It is against the law for you to have your 
brother’s wife.’ As for Herodias, she was furious with him and wanted to kill him; but she was not able to, 
because Herod was afraid of John, knowing him to be a good and holy man, and gave him his protection. 
When he had heard him speak, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he liked to listen to him. 

An opportunity came on Herod’s birthday when he gave a banquet for the nobles of his court, for his army 
officers and for the leading figures in Galilee. When the daughter of this same Herodias came in and danced, 
she delighted Herod and his guests; so, the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me anything you like and I will give it 
you.’ And he swore her an oath, ‘I will give you anything you ask, even half my kingdom.’ She went out and 
said to her mother, ‘What shall I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the Baptist.’ The girl hurried straight 
back to the king and made her request, ‘I want you to give me John the Baptist’s head, here and now, on a 
dish.’ The king was deeply distressed, but thinking of the oaths he had sworn and of his guests, he was 
reluctant to break his word to her. So, the king at once sent one of the bodyguards with orders to bring John’s 
head. The man went off and beheaded him in prison; then he brought the head on a dish and gave it to the 
girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. When John’s disciples heard about this, they came and took his body 
and laid it in a tomb. 

 


