Monday 17 Aug 2026 of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 24:15-24
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, | am about to deprive you suddenly of
the delight of your eyes. But you are not to lament, not to weep, not to let your tears run down. Groan in
silence, do not go into mourning for the dead, knot your turban round your head, put your sandals on your
feet, do not cover your beard, do not eat common bread.” | told this to the people in the morning, and my wife
died in the evening, and the next morning | did as | had been ordered. The people then said to me, ‘Are you
not going to explain what meaning these actions have for us?’ | replied, ‘The word of the Lord has been
addressed to me as follows, “Say to the House of Israel: The Lord says this. | am about to profane my
sanctuary, the pride of your strength, the delight of your eyes, the passion of your souls. Those of your sons
and daughters whom you have left behind will fall by the sword. And you are to do as | have done; you must
not cover your beards or eat common bread; you must keep your turbans on your heads and your sandals
on your feet; you must not lament or weep. You shall waste away owing to your sins and groan among
yourselves. Ezekiel is to be a sign for you. You are to do just as he has done. And when this happens, you
will learn that | am the Lord.”

Responsorial Psalm Dt 32:18-21. R. see v.18

(R.) You have forgotten God who gave you birth.

1. You forget the Rock who begot you,
unmindful now of the God who fathered you.
The Lord has seen this, and in his anger
cast off his sons and his daughters. (R.)

2. ‘I shall hide my face from them’, he says
‘And see what becomes of them.
For they are a deceitful brood,
children with no loyalty in them. (R.)

3. ‘They have roused me to jealousy with what is no god,
they have angered me with their beings of nothing;
I, then, will rouse them to jealousy with what is no people,
I will anger them with an empty-headed nation.” (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3

Alleluia, alleluial
Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 19:16-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

There was a man who came to Jesus and asked, ‘Master, what good deed must | do to possess eternal life?’
Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? There is one alone who is good. But if you wish
to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said, ‘Which?’ ‘These,” Jesus replied, “You must not kill. You
must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not bring false witness. Honour your father and
mother, and: You must love your neighbour as yourself.” The young man said to him ‘I have kept all these.
What more do | need to do?’ Jesus said, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go and sell what you own and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” But when the young man
heard these words, he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth.



Tuesday 18 Aug 2026 of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 28:1-10
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, tell the ruler of Tyre, “The Lord says this:

Being swollen with pride, you have said: | am a god; | am sitting on the throne of God, surrounded by the
seas. Though you are a man and not a god you consider yourself the equal of God. You are wiser now
than Daniel; there is no sage as wise as you. By your wisdom and your intelligence, you have amassed
great wealth; you have piles of gold and silver inside your treasures-houses. Such is your skill in trading,
your wealth has continued to increase, and with this your heart had grown more arrogant. And so, the
Lord says this: Since you consider yourself the equal of God, very well, | am going to bring foreigners
against you, the most barbarous of the nations. They will draw sword against your fine wisdom, they will
defile your glory; they will throw you down into the pit and you will die a violent death surrounded by the
seas. Are you still going to say: | am a god, when your murderers confront you? No, you are a man and
not a god in the clutches of your murderers! You will die like the uncircumcised at the hand of foreigners.
For | have spoken — it is the Lord who speaks.”’

Responsorial Psalm Dt 32:26-28. 30. 35-36. R. v.39
(R.) Itis I who deal death and give life.

1. | should crush them to dust, said the Lord. | 3. How else could one man rout a thousand, how

should wipe out their memory among men, did | not
fear the boasting of the enemy. But let not their
foes be mistaken! (R.)

2. Let them not say: Our own power wins the
victory; the Lord plays no part in this. What a nation
of short sight it is; in them there is no
understanding. (R.)

could two put ten thousand to flight, were it not that
their Rock has sold them, that the Lord has
delivered them up? (R.)

4. For itis close, the day of their ruin;

their doom comes at speed. For the Lord will see
his people righted, he will take pity on his servants.

(R)

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 8:9

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 19:23-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you solemnly, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Yes, | tell you again, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of heaven.” When the disciples heard this, they were astonished. ‘Who can be saved, then?’
they said. Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he told them ‘This is impossible; for God everything is possible.’
Then Peter spoke. ‘What about us?’ he said to him. ‘We have left everything and followed you. What are we
to have, then?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I tell you solemnly, when all is made new and the Son of Man sits on his
throne of glory, you will yourselves sit on twelve thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone
who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, children or land for the sake of my name will be repaid
a hundred times over, and also inherit eternal life.

‘Many who are first will be last, and the last, first.’



Wednesday 19 Aug 2026 of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 34:1-11

A reading from prophet Ezekiel

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel;
prophesy and say to them, “Shepherds, the Lord says this: Trouble for the shepherds of Israel who feed
themselves! Shepherds ought to feed their flock, yet you have fed on milk, you have dressed yourselves in
wool, you have sacrificed the fattest sheep, but failed to feed the flock. You have failed to make weak sheep
strong, or to care for the sick ones, or bandage the wounded ones. You have failed to bring back strays or
look for the lost. On the contrary, you have ruled them cruelly and violently. For lack of a shepherd they have
scattered, to become the prey of any wild animal; they have scattered far. My flock is straying this way and
that, on mountains and on high hills; my flock has been scattered all over the country; no one bothers about
them and no one looks for them. “Well then, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. As I live, | swear it — it is
the Lord who speaks — since my flock has been looted and for lack of a shepherd is now the prey of any wild
animal, since my shepherds have stopped bothering about my flock, since my shepherds feed themselves
rather than my flock, in view of all this, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord. The Lord says this: | am going
to call the shepherds to account. | am going to take my flock back from them and | shall not allow them to
feed my flock. In this way the shepherds will stop feeding themselves. | shall rescue my sheep from their
mouths; they will not prey on them anymore.””

‘For the Lord says this: “I am going to look after my flock myself and keep all of it in view.”’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22. R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd;there is nothing | 3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the

shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he
leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to
his name. If | should walk in the valley of darkness

sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with
oil; my cup is overflowing. (R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life. In the Lord's own house shall
| dwell for ever and ever. (R.)

no evil, would, | fear. You are there with your crook
and your staff; with these you give me comfort. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:12

Alleluia, alleluial
The word of God is living and active; it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers
for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market place and said to them,
“You go to my vineyard too and | will give you a fair wage.” So, they went. At about the sixth hour and again
at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and
found more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why have you been standing here idle all day?”
“Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the
evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages,
starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh
hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get
more, but they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The
men who came last” they said “have done only one hour, and you have treated them the same as
us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said,
“My friend, | am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. |

choose to pay the last-comer as much as | pay you. Have | no right to do what | like with my own? Why be
envious because | am generous?” Thus, the last will be first, and the first, last.’



Thursday 20 Aug 2026 of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 36:23-28
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: | mean to display the holiness of my great name,
which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned among them. And the nations will
learn that | am the Lord - it is the Lord who speaks — when | display my holiness for your sake before their
eyes. Then | am going to take you from among the nations and gather you together from all the foreign
countries, and bring you home to your own land. | shall pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed;
| shall cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols. | shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit
in you; | shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies and give you a heart of flesh instead. | shall put my
spirit in you, and make you keep my laws and sincerely respect my observances. You will live in the land
which | gave your ancestors. You shall be my people and | will be your God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 50:12-15. 18-19. R. Ez 36:25

(R) | will pour clean water on you and wash away all your sins.
A pure heart creates for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)

2. Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that | may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you. (R.)

3. For in sacrifice you take no delight,
burnt offering from me you would refuse,
my sacrifice, a contrite spirit.
A humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation See Psalm 94:8

Alleluia, alleluial
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and the elders of the people in parables. ‘The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those who
had been invited, but they would not come. Next, he sent some more servants. “Tell those who have been
invited” he said “that | have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered,
everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one went off to his farm, another to
his business, and the rest seized his servants, maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious. He
despatched his troops, destroyed those murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The
wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and
invite everyone you can find to the wedding.” So, these servants went out on to the roads and collected
together everyone they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with guests. When
the king came in to look at the guests, he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding garment, and
said to him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the man was silent. Then
the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, where there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’



Friday 21 Aug 2026 of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel

The hand of the Lord was laid on me, and he carried me away by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in
the middle of a valley, a valley full of bones. He made me walk up and down among them. There were vast
guantities of these bones on the ground the whole length of the valley; and they were quite dried up. He said
to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ | said, ‘You know, Lord.” He said, 'Prophesy over these bones.
Say, “Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. The Lord says this to these bones: | am now going to make the
breath enter you, and you will live. | shall put sinews on you, | shall make flesh grow on you. | shall cover you
with skin and give you breath, and you will live; and you will learn that | am the Lord.”” | prophesied as | had
been ordered. While | was prophesying, there was a noise, a sound of clattering; and the bones joined
together. | looked, and saw that they were covered with sinews; flesh was growing on them and skin was
covering them, but there was no breath in them. He said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of
man. Say to the breath, “The Lord says this: Come from the four winds, breath; breathe on these dead; let
them live!” | prophesised as he had ordered me, and the breath entered them; they came to life again and
stood up on their feet, a great, an immense army.

Then he said, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They keep saying, “Our bones are
dried up, our hope has gone; we are as good as dead.” So, prophesy. Say to them, “The Lord says this: | am
now going to open your graves; | mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the
soil of Israel. And you will know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves and raise you from your graves,
my people. And | shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and | shall resettle you on your own soil; and you
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this — it is the Lord who speaks.”’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 106:2-9, R. v.1

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.

1. Letthem say this, the Lord’s redeemed, 3. Then they cried to the Lord in their need
whom he redeemed from the hand of the foe and and he rescued them from their distress
gathered from far-off lands, from east and west, and he led them along the right way,
north and south. (R.) to reach a city they could dwell in. (R.)
2. Some wandered in the desert, in the 4. Let them thank the Lord for his love,
wilderness, finding no way to a city they could for the wonders he does for men.

dwell in. Hungry they were and thirsty; their soul For he satisfies the thirsty soul;

was fainting within them. (R.) he fills the hungry with good things. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 24:4. 5

Alleluia, alleluia!
Teach me your paths, my God, and lead me in your truth.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 22:34-40

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him,
one of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of the law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and
the first commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two
commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’



Saturday 22 Aug 2026 of the twentieth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 43:1-7ab
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The angel took me to the gate, the one facing east. | saw the glory of the God of Israel approaching from the
east. A sound came with it, like the sound of the ocean, and the earth shone with his glory. This vision was
like the one | had seen when | had come for the destruction of the city, and like the one | had seen on the
bank of the river Chebar. Then | prostrated myself.

The glory of the Lord arrived at the Temple by the east gate. The spirit lifted me up and brought me into the
inner court; | saw the glory of the Lord fill the Temple. And | heard someone speaking to me from the Temple
while the man stood beside me. The voice said, ‘Son of man, this is the dais of my throne, the step on which
| rest my feet. | shall live here among the sons of Israel for ever.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 84:9-14, R. see v.10
(R.) The glory of the Lord will dwell in our land.

1. [ will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people and his friends.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 23:9. 10

Alleluia, alleluial
You have one Father, your Father in heaven; you have one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ!
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 23:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of
Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what they say; but do not be guided by what
they do: since they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s
shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move them? Not they! Everything they do is done to attract attention,
like wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the place of honour at banquets
and the front seats in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market squares and having people
call them Rabbi.

“You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you are
all brothers. You must call no one on earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is in heaven.
Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest
among you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and anyone who humbles
himself will be exalted.’



