Monday 10 Aug 2026 Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
First Reading 2 Corinthians 9:6-10

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Thin sowing means thin reaping; the more you sow, the more you reap. Each one should give what he has
decided in his own mind, not grudgingly or because he is made to, for God loves a cheerful giver. And there
is no limit to the blessings which God can send you — he will make sure that you will always have all you need
for yourselves in every possible circumstance, and still have something to spare for all sorts of good works.
As scripture says: He was free in almsgiving, and gave to the poor: his good deeds will never be forgotten.

The one who provides seed for the Sower and bread for food will provide you with all the seed you want and
make the harvest of your good deeds a larger one.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 111:1-2. 5-9. R. v.5

(R.) Happy the merciful who give to those in need.

1. Happy the man who fears the Lord,
who takes delight in his commands?
His sons will be powerful on earth;
the children of the upright are blessed. (R.)

2. The good man takes pity and lends,
he conducts his affairs with honour.
The just man will never waver:
he will be remembered for ever. (R.)

3. He has no fear of evil news;
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord.
With a steadfast heart he will not fear;
he will see the downfall of his foes. (R.)

4. Open-handed, he gives to the poor;
his justice stands firm for ever.
His head will be raised in glory. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12

Alleluia, alleluial
| am the light of the world, says the Lord: whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 12:24-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘I tell you most solemnly,

unless a wheat grain falls on to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single grain;

but if it dies,

it yields a rich harvest.

Anyone who loves his life loses it;

anyone who hates his life in this world

will keep it for the eternal life.

If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever | am, my servant will be there too.

If anyone serves me, my father will honour him.’



Tuesday 11 Aug 2026 of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Ezekiel 2:8 - 3:4
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

I, Ezekiel, heard a voice speaking. It said, “You, son of man, listen to the words | say; do not be a rebel like
that rebellious set. Open your mouth and eat what | am about to give you.” | looked. A hand was there,
stretching out to me and holding a scroll. He unrolled it in front of me; it was written on back and front; on it
was written ‘lamentations, wailings, moaning’s.” He said, ‘Son of man, eat what is given to you; eat this scroll,
then go and speak to the House of Israel.” | opened my mouth; he gave me the scroll to eat and said, ‘Son
of man, feed and be satisfied by the scroll | am giving you.” | ate it, and it tasted sweet as honey.

Then he said, ‘Son of man, go to the House of Israel and tell them what | have said.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 118:14. 24. 72. 103. 111. 131. R. v.103

(R.) How sweet to my taste is your promise!

1. |rejoice to do your will
as though all riches were mine.
Your will is my delight;
your statutes are my counsellors. (R.)

2. The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold.
Your promise is sweeter to my taste
than honey in the mouth. (R.)

3. Your will is my heritage for ever,
the joy of my heart.
| open my mouth and | sigh
as | yearn for your commands. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:29

Alleluia, alleluia!
Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 18:1-5. 10. 12-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

The disciples came to Jesus and said, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ So, he called a little
child to him and set the child in front of them. Then he said, ‘I tell you solemnly, unless you change and
become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. And so, the one who makes himself
as little as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

‘Anyone who welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.

‘See that you never despise any of these little ones, for | tell you that their angels in heaven are continually
in the presence of my Father in heaven.

‘tell me. Suppose a man has a hundred sheep and one of them strays; will he not leave the ninety-nine on
the hillside and go in search of the stray? | tell you solemnly, if he finds it, it gives him more joy than do the
ninety-nine that did not stray at all. Similarly, it is never the will of your Father in heaven that one of these
little ones should be lost.’



Wednesday 12 Aug 2026 of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

As |, Ezekiel, listened God shouted, ‘Come here, you scourge of the city, and bring your weapons of
destruction.” Immediately six men advanced from the upper north gate, each holding a deadly weapon. In the
middle of them was a man in white, with a scribe’s ink horn in his belt. They came in and halted in front of
the bronze altar. The glory of the God of Israel rose off the cherubs where it had been and went up to the
threshold of the Temple. He called the man in white with a scribe’s ink horn in his belt and said, ‘Go all
through the city, all through Jerusalem, and mark a cross on the foreheads of all who deplore and disapprove
of all the filth practised in it.” | heard him say to the others, ‘Follow him through the city, and strike. Show
neither pity nor mercy; old men, young men, virgins, children, women, kill and exterminate them all. But do
not touch anyone with a cross on his forehead. Begin at my sanctuary.” So, they began with the old men in
front of the Temple. He said to them, ‘Defile the Temple; fill the courts with corpses, and go.” They went out
and hacked their way through the city.

The glory of the Lord came out from the Temple threshold and paused over the cherubs. The cherubs spread
their wings and rose from the ground to leave, and as | watched the wheels rose with them. They paused at
the entrance to the east gate of the Temple of the Lord, and the glory of the God of Israel hovered over them.
This was the creature that | had seen supporting the God of Israel beside the river Chebar, and | was now
certain that these were cherubs. Each had four faces and four wings and what seemed to be human hands
under their wings. Their faces were just as | had seen them beside the river Chebar. Each moved straight
forward.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 112:1-6. R.v.4
(R.) The glory of the Lord is higher than the skies.

1. Praise, O servants of the Lord, High above all nations is the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord! above the heavens is his glory. (R.)
May the name of the Lord be blessed 3. Who is like the Lord, our God,
both now and for evermore! (R.) who has risen on high to his throne?
2. From the rising of the sun to its setting yet stoops from the heights to look down,
praised be the name of the Lord! to look down upon heaven and earth? (R.)

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 5:19

Alleluia, alleluial

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and the Good News of reconciliation he has
entrusted to us.

Alleluial

Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between
your two selves. if he listens to you, you have won back your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two
others along with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required to sustain any charge. But if he
refuses to listen to these, report it to the community, and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat him
like a pagan or a tax collector.

‘| tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on
earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by
my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, | shall be there with them.’



Thursday 13 Aug 2026 of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading Ezekiel 12:1-12 A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, ‘Son of man, you are living with that set of rebels who
have eyes and never see, ears and never hear, for they are a set of rebels. You, son of man, pack an exile’s
bundle and emigrate by daylight when they can see you, emigrate from where you are to somewhere else
while they watch. Perhaps they will admit then that they are a set of rebels. You will pack your baggage like
an exile’s bundle, by daylight, for them to see, and leave like an exile in the evening, making sure that they
are looking. As they watch, make a hole in the wall, and go out through it. As they watch, you will shoulder
your pack and go out into the dark; you will cover your face so that you cannot see the country, since | have
made you a symbol for the House of Israel.” | did as | had been told. | packed my baggage like an exile’s
bundle, by daylight; and in the evening | made a hole through the wall with my hand. | went out into the dark
and shouldered my pack as they watched. The next morning the word of the Lord was addressed to me as
follows, ‘Son of man, did not the House of Israel, did not that set of rebels, ask you what you were doing?
Say, “The Lord says this: This oracle is directed against Jerusalem and the whole House of Israel wherever
they are living.” Say, “I am a symbol of you; the thing | have done will be done to them; they will go into exile,
into banishment.” Their ruler will shoulder his pack in the dark and go out through the wall; a hole will be
made to let him out; he will cover his face rather than see the country.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 77:56-59. 61-62. R. see v.7
(R.) Do not forget the works of the Lord!

1. They put God to the proof and defied him; they God saw and was filled with fury: he utterly

refused to obey the Most High. They strayed, as rejected Israel. (R.)

faithless as their fathers, like a bow on which the 3.He gave his ark into captivity, his glorious

archer cannot count. (R.) ark into the hand of the foe. He gave up his

2. With their mountain shrines they angered him; people to the sword, in his anger against
made him jealous with the idols they served. his chosen ones. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 118:135

Alleluia, alleluial
Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me your laws.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 18:21-19:1

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must | forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven
times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, | tell you, but seventy-seven times. ‘And so, the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they brought
him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so his master gave orders that he
should be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant
threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he said “and | will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s
master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened
to meet a fellow servant who owed him one hundred denarii, and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle
him. “Pay what you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time
and | will pay you.” But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay
the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to their
master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said. “I
cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow
servant just as | had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he should pay
all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from your
heart.’

Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and he left Galilee and came into the part of the Judaea which is
on the far side of Jordan.



Friday 14 Aug 2026 of the nineteenth week in Ordinary Time Year 2

First Reading Ezekiel16:59-63
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

‘The Lord says this: “Jerusalem, | will treat you as you deserve, you who have despised your oath even to
the extent of breaking a covenant, but | will remember the covenant that | made with you when you were a
girl, and I will conclude a covenant with you that shall last for ever. And you for your part will remember your
past behaviour and be covered with shame when | take your elder and younger sisters and make them your
daughters, although this was not included in this covenant. | am going to renew my covenant with you; and
you will learn that | am the Lord, and so remember and be covered with shame, and in your confusion be
reduced to silence, when | have pardoned you for all that you have done - it is the Lord who speaks.”

Responsorial Psalm Is 12:2-6. R. v.1

(R.) You have turned from your anger to comfort me.

1. Truly, God is my salvation,
| trust, | shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour. (R.)

2. With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name,
make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! (R.)

3. Declare the greatness of his name,
sing a psalm to the Lord!
For he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation See 1 Thessalonians 2:13

Alleluia, alleluia!
Receive this message not as human words, but as truly the word of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 19:3-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Some Pharisees approached Jesus, and to test him they said, ‘Is it against the Law for a man to divorce his
wife on any pretext whatever?’ He answered, ‘Have you not read that the creator from the beginning made
them male and female and that he said: This is why a man must leave father and mother, and cling to his
wife, and the two become one body. So then, what God has united, man must not divide.’

They said to him, “Then why did Moses command that a writ of dismissal should be given in cases of divorce?’
It was because you were so unteachable’ he said ‘that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but it was
not like this from the beginning. Now | say this to you: the man who divorces his wife — | am not speaking of
fornication — and marries another, is guilty of adultery.’

The disciples said to him, ‘If that is how things are between husband and wife, it is not advisable to marry.’
But he replied, ‘It is not everyone who can accept what | have said, but only those to whom it is granted.
There are eunuchs born that way from their mother’s womb, there are eunuchs made so by men and there
are eunuchs who have made themselves that way for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept
this who can.’



Saturday 15 Aug 2026 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
First Reading Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6. 10
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

The sanctuary of God in heaven opened, and the ark of the covenant could be seen inside it. Now a great sign
appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the moon, and with the twelve stars on her head
for a crown. She was pregnant, and in labour, crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a second sign appeared
in the sky, a huge red dragon which had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with
a coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped them to the earth, and the dragon stopped
in front of the woman as she was having the child, so that he could eat it as soon as it was born from its mother.
The woman brought a male child into the world, the son who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and
the child was taken straight up to God and to his throne, while the woman escaped into the desert, where God
had made a place of safety ready. Then | heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for
ever have been won by our God, and all authority for his Christ.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 44:10-12. 16. R. v.10
(R.) The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

1. The daughters of kings are among your loved 2. So will the king desire your beauty:
ones.On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. He is your lord, pay homage to him.

Listen, O daughter, give ear to my words: They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
forget your own people and your father’s house. (R.) they pass within the palace of the king. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-26
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man
and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all
men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their proper order; Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the
coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he must be king until he has put
all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under
his feet.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
Mary is taken up to heaven, and the angels of God shout for joy.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 1:39-56 A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should | be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the
moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that
the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’

And Mary said:

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit exults in God my saviour; because he has looked
upon his lowly handmaid. Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty has
done great things for me. Holy is his name, and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm, he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things,
the rich sent empty away. He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy — according to
the promise he made to our ancestors — of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home.



