Monday 27 Jul 2026 of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Jeremiah 13:1-11

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

The Lord said this to me, ‘Go and buy a linen loincloth and put it round your waist. But do not dip it in water.’
And so, as the Lord has ordered, | bought a loincloth and put it round my waist. A second time the word of
the Lord was spoken to me, ‘“Take the loincloth that you have bought and are wearing round your waist; up!
Go to the Euphrates and hide it in a hole in the rock.” So, | went and hid it near the Euphrates as the Lord
had ordered me. Many days afterwards the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go to the Euphrates and fetch the
loincloth | ordered you to hide there.” So | went to the Euphrates, and | searched, and | took the loincloth from
the place where | had hidden it. The loincloth was spoilt, good for nothing. Then the word of the Lord was
addressed to me, ‘Thus says the Lord: In the same way | will spoil the arrogance of Judah and Jerusalem.
This evil people who refuse to listen to my words, who follow the dictates of their own hard hearts, who have
followed alien gods, and served them and worshipped them, let them become like this loincloth, good for
nothing. For just as a loincloth cling to a man’s waist, so | had intended the whole House of Judah to cling
to me - it is the Lord who speaks — to be my people, my glory, my honour and my boast. But they have not
listened.’

Responsorial Psalm Dt 32:18-21. R. see v.18

(R.) You have forgotten God who gave you birth.

1. You forget the Rock who begot you,
unmindful now of the God who fathered you.
The Lord had seen this, and in his anger
cast off his sons and his daughters. (R.)

2. ‘I shall hide my face from them,” he says
‘And see what becomes of them.
For they are a deceitful brood,
children with no loyalty in them. (R.)

3. ‘They have roused me to jealousy with what is no god,
they have angered me with their beings of nothing;
I, then, will rouse them to jealousy with what is no people.
I will anger them with an empty-headed nation.” (R.)

Gospel Acclamation James 1:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Father gave us birth, by his message of truth that we might be as the first fruits of his creation.
Alleluia, alleluial

Gospel Matthew 13:31-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and
sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it is grown it is the biggest shrub of all and
becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.’

He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast of a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in parables.
This was to fulfil the prophecy:

| will speak to you in parables
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world.



Tuesday 28 Jul 2026 of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading Jeremiah 14:17-22

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

The Lord said to me:

Say this word to the people: ‘Tears flood my eyes

night and day, unceasingly, since a crushing blow falls on the daughter of my people,
a most grievous injury. If | go into the countryside,

there lie men killed by the sword; if | go into the city,

| see people sick with hunger; even prophets and priests

plough the land: they are at their wit's end.’

‘Have you rejected Judah altogether? Does your very soul revolt at Zion?

Why have you struck us down without hope of cure? We were hoping for peace — no good came of it!
For the moment of cure — nothing but terror!

Lord, we do confess our wickedness and our father’s guilt:

we have sinned against you. For your name’s sake do not reject us,

do not dishonour the throne of your glory. Remember us; do not break your covenant with us.

Can any of the pagan Nothings make it rain?

Can the heavens produce showers? No, it is you Lord.

O our God, you are our hope, since it is you who do all this.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 78:8-9. 11.13. R. v.9

(R) For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.
. Do not hold the guilt of our fathers against us.
Let your compassion hasten to meet us
for we are in the depths of distress. (R.)

2. O God our saviour, come to our help,
come for the sake of the glory of your name.
O Lord our God, forgive us our sins;
rescue us for the sake of your name. (R.)

3. Let the groans of the prisoners come before you;
let your strong-arm reprieve those condemned to die.
But we, your people, the flock of your pasture,
will give you thanks for ever and ever.
We will tell your praise from age to age. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluial
The seed is the word of God; Christ is the Sower; all who come to him will live for ever.
Alleluial

Gospel Matthew 13:36-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Leaving the crowds, Jesus went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable
about the darnel in the field to us.” He said in reply, ‘The Sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. The field
is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as
the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of Man will send his
angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw
them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!



Wednesday 29 Jul 2026 of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time
Year 2

First Reading a Reading from the first letter of St 1 John 4:7-16

My dear people, let us love one another, since love comes from God and everyone who loves is begotten by
God and knows God. Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, because God is love. God’s love
for us was revealed when God sent into the world his only son so that
we could have life through him: this is the love | mean not our love for God but Gods love for us when he
sent his son to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. My dear people, since God has loved us so much,
we too should love one another No one has ever seen God, but as long as we love one another God will live
in us and this love will be completed in us. We can know that we are living in him and he is living in us
because he lets us share his spirit. We ourselves saw and we testify that the father sent his son as saviour
of the world. If anyone acknowledges as Jesus is the son of God, God lives in him, and he is in God. We
ourselves have known and put our faith in God’s love towards ourselves. God is love and anyone who lives
in love lives in God and God lives in him.

Responsorial Psalm 33: 2-11

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1. | will bless the LORD at all times; and rescued him from all his distress R

his praise always on my lips; in the

lord my soul shall make its boast 4. The angel of the LORD encamped

the humble shall hear and be glad. R. around those who revere him, to rescue them
Taste and see that the LORD is good

2. Glorify the LORD with me, he is happy who seeks refuge in him. R

together let us praise his name.

| sought the LORD, and he answered me 5. Revere the LORD, you his saints,

from all my terror’s he set me free. R they lack nothing those who revere him.
strong lions suffer want and go hungry.

3. Look towards him and be radiant but those who seek the LORD lack no

Let your faces not be abashed blessing.

This poor man called the lord heard him.

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12

Alleluia, alleluial
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel John 11:19-27

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard
that Jesus had come, she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you
had been here, my brother would not have died, but | know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will
grant you.’ ‘Your brother said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.” Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘I am the resurrection and the life.

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,

and whoever lives and believes in me

will never die. Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,” she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who has to come into this
world.’



Thursday 30 Jul 2026 of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading Jeremiah 18:1-6

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

The word that was addressed to Jeremiah by the Lord, ‘Get up and make your way down to the potter’s
house: there | shall let you hear what | have to say.” So, | went down to the potter’s house; and there he was,
working at the wheel. And whenever the vessel he was making came out wrong, as happens with the clay
handled by potters, he would start afresh and work it into another vessel, as potters do. Then this word of the
Lord was addressed to me, ‘House of Israel, cannot | do to you what this potter does? — it is the Lord who
speaks. Yes, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so you are in mine, House of Israel.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:2-6, R. v.5
(R.) Blest are they whose help is the God of Jacob.

1. My soul, give praise to the Lord,;
| will praise the Lord all my days,
make music to my God while | live. (R.)

2. Put no trust in princes,
in mortal men in whom there is no help.
Take their breath, they return to clay
and their plans that day come to nothing. (R.)

3. Heis happy who is helped by Jacob’s God,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
who alone made heaven and earth,
the seas and all they contain. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation See Acts of the Apostles 16:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 13:47-53

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus said to the crowds: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of
all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket
and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time; the angels will appear and
separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Well then, every scribe who becomes
a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new
and old.’

When Jesus had finished these parables, he left the district.



Friday 31 Jul 2026 of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading Jeremiah 26:1-9

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

At the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word was addressed to Jeremiah
by the Lord. ‘The Lord says this: Stand in the court of the Temple of the Lord. To all the people of the towns
of Judah who come to worship in the Temple of the Lord you must speak all the words | have commanded
you to tell them; do not omit one syllable. Perhaps they will listen and each turn from his evil way: if so, | shall
relent and not bring the disaster on them which | intended for their misdeeds. Say to them, “The Lord says
this: If you will not listen to me by following my Law which | put before you, by paying attention to the words
of my servants the prophets whom | send so persistently to you, without you ever listening to them, | will treat
this Temple as | treated Shiloh, and make this city a curse for all the nations of the earth.””

The priests and prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah say these words in the Temple of the Lord. When
Jeremiah had finished saying everything that the Lord had ordered him to say to all the people, the priests
and prophets seized hold of him and said, ‘You shall die! Why have you made this prophecy in the name of
the Lord, “This Temple will be like Shiloh, and this city will be desolate, and uninhabited”?’ And the people
were all crowding round Jeremiah in the Temple of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 68:5. 8-10.14, R. v.14

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

1. More numerous than the hairs on my head are 2. ltis for you that | suffer taunts,

those who hate me without cause. Those who that shame covers my face, that | have become a
attack me with lies are too much for my strength. stranger to my brothers, an alien to my own
How can | restore what | have never stolen? (R.) mother’s sons. | burn with zeal for your house

and taunts against you fall on me. (R.)

3. 3. This is my prayer to you, my prayer for your
favour. In your great love, answer me, O God, with
your help that never fails. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation 1 Peter 1:25

Alleluia, alleluial
The word of the Lord stands for ever; it is the word given to you, the Good News.
Alleluial

Gospel Matthew 13:54-58

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Coming to his home town, Jesus taught the people in their synagogue in such a way that they were
astonished and said, ‘Where did this man get his wisdom and these miraculous powers? This is the
carpenter’s son, surely? Is not his mother the woman called Mary and his brothers James and Joseph and
Simon and Jude? His sisters, too, are they not all here with us? So where did the man get it all?’ And they
would not accept him. But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is only despised in his own country and in his own
house,” and he did not work many miracles there because of their lack of faith.



Saturday 01 Aug 2026 of the seventeenth week in Ordinary Time Year
2

First Reading Jeremiah 26:11-16. 24

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

The priests and prophets addressed the officials and all the people: ‘This man deserves to die, since he has
prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” Jeremiah, however, replied to the people
as follows, ‘The Lord himself sent me to say all the things you have heard against this Temple and this city.
So now amend your behaviour and actions, listen to the voice of the Lord your God: if you do, he will relent
and not bring down on you the disaster he has pronounced against you. For myself, | am as you see in your
hands. Do whatever you please or think right with me. But be sure of this, that if you put me to death, you will
be bringing innocent blood on yourselves, on this city and on its citizens, since the Lord has truly sent me to
you to say all these words in your hearing.’

The officials and all the people then said to the priests and prophets, ‘This man does not deserve to die: he
has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.” And Jeremiah had a protector in Ahikam son of Shaphan,
so he was not handed over to the people to be put to death.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 68:15-16. 30-31. 33-34, R. see v.14

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

1. Rescue me from sinking in the mud;
save me from my foes.
Save me from the waters of the deep
lest the waves overwhelm me.
Do not let the deep engulf me
nor death close its mouth on me. (R.)

2. As for me in my poverty and pain
let your help, O God, lift me up.
| will praise God’s hame with a song;
I will glorify him with thanksgiving. (R.)
3. The poor when they see it will be glad
and God-seeking hearts will revive;
For the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his servants in their chains. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:10

Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy are they who suffer persecution for justice’ sake; the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 14:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Herod the tetrarch heard about the reputation of Jesus, and said to his court, ‘This is John the Baptist himself;
he has risen from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.’

Now it was Herod who had arrested John, chained him up and put him in prison because of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife. For John had told him, ‘It is against the Law for you to have her.” He had wanted to kill
him but was afraid of the people, who regarded John as a prophet. Then, during the celebrations for Herod’s
birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and so delighted Herod that he promised on
oath to give her anything she asked. Prompted by her mother she said, ‘Give me John the Baptist’'s head,
here, on a dish.” The king was distressed but, thinking of the oaths he had sworn and of his guests, he ordered
it to be given her, and sent and had John beheaded in the prison. The head was bought in on a dish and
given to the girl who took it to her mother. John’s disciples came and took the body and buried it; then they
went off to tell Jesus.



