Monday 22 Jun 2026
Monday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading 2Kgs 17:5-8. 13-15. 18

A reading from the second book of Kings
The Lord thrust Israel away from him and there was none left but the tribe of Judah.
The king of Assyria invaded the whole country and, coming to Samaria, laid seige to it for three years. In

the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to Assyria. He
settled them in Halah on the Habor, a river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

This happened because the Israelites had sinned against the Lord their God who had brought them out of
the land of Egypt, out of the grip of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. They worshipped other gods, they followed the
practices of the nations that the Lord had dispossessed for them.

And yet through all the prophets and all the seers the Lord had given Israel and Judah this warning, ‘Turn
from your wicked ways and keep my commandments and my law in accordance with the entire Law | laid
down for your fathers and delivered to them through my servants the prophets.’ But they would not listen,
they were more stubborn than their ancestors had been who had no faith in the Lord their God. They
despised his laws and the covenant he had made with their ancestors, and the warnings he had given
them. For this, the Lord was enraged with Israel and thrust them away from him. There was none left but
the tribe of Judah only.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 59:3-5.12-13. R. v.7

(R.) Help us with your right hand, O Lord, and answer us.

1. O God you have rejected us and broken us.
You have been angry; come back to us. (R.)

2. You have made the earth quake, torn it open.
Repair what is shattered for it sways.
You have inflicted hardships on your people
and made us drink a wine that dazed us. (R.)

3. Will you utterly reject us, O God,
and no longer march with our armies?
Give us help against the foe:
for the help of man is vain. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 4:12

Alleluia, alleluia!

The word of God is living and active;

it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 7:1-5

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Take the beam out of your own eye first.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; because the judgements you give are
the judgements you will get, and the amount you measure out is the amount you will be given. Why do you
observe the splinter in your bother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own? How dare you say to your
brother, “Let me take the splinter out of your eye”, when all the time there is a plank in your own?
Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take the splinter
out of your brother’s eye.’



Tuesday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading 2 Kings 19:9-11. 14-21. 31-36

A reading from the second book of the Kings
| will protect this city and save it for my own sake and for the sake of David.

Sennacherib, king of the Assyrians, sent messengers to Hezekiah saying, “Tell this to Hezekiah king of
Judah: Do not let your God on whom you are relying deceive you when he says, ‘Jerusalem shall not fall into the
power of the king of Assyria.” You have learnt by now what the kings of Assyria have done to every country, putting
them all under the ban. Are you likely to be spared?”

Hezekiah took the letter from the hands of the messenger and read it. He then went up to the Temple of the Lord and
spread it out before the Lord. Hezekiah prayed in the presence of the Lord, saying, “Lord of hosts, God of Israel,
enthroned on the cherubs, you alone are God of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Give
ear, Lord, and listen. Open your eyes, Lord, and see. Hear the words of Sennacherib who has sent to insult the living
God. ltis true, Lord, that the kings of Assyria have exterminated all the nations and thrown their gods on the fire, for
these were not gods but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, and so they destroyed them. But now, Lord our
God, save us from his hand, | pray you, and let all the kingdoms of the earth know that you alone are God, Lord.”

Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent this message to Hezekiah: “The Lord, the God of Israel, says this: | have heard the
prayer you have addressed to me about Sennacherib king of Assyria.” This was the oracle pronounced against him:
“She despises you, she scorns you, the virgin daughter of Zion; she tosses her head behind you, the daughter of
Jerusalem. A remnant shall go out from Jerusalem, and survivors from Mount Zion. The jealous love of the Lord of
Hosts shall accomplish this.”

The Lord then declared concerning the king of Assyria: “He will not enter this city, he will let fly no arrow against it,
confront it with no shield, or throw up any earthwork against it. By the road that he came on he will return; he shall not
enter this city. | will protect this city and save it for my own sake and for the sake of my servant David.”

That same night, the angel of the Lord went out and struck down one hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the
Assyrian camp. Sennacherib struck camp and left; he returned home and stayed in Nineveh.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 47:2-4. 10-11. R. see v.9

(R.) God upholds his city for ever.

1. The Lord is great and worthy to be praised God, in the midst of its citadels,
has shown himself its stronghold. (R.)
in the city of our God. 3
His holy mountain rises in beauty, within your temple.

the joy of all the earth. (R.) Your praise, O God, like your name
2. Mount Zion, true pole of the earth, reaches to the ends of the earth. (R.)
the Great King's city!

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12

O God, we ponder your love

Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the light of the world, says the Lord,;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 7:6. 12-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Always treat others as you would like them to treat you.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not give dogs what is holy; and do not throw your pearls in front of pigs, or
they may trample them and then turn on you and tear you to pieces. ‘So always treat others as you would
like them to treat you; that is the meaning of the Law and the Prophets.

‘Enter by the narrow gate, since the road that leads to perdition is wide and spacious, and many take it; but
it is a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life, and only a few find it.’



Wednesday 24 Jun 2026

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
First Reading Isaiah 49:1-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Behold | will make you a light to the nations.

Islands, listen to me, pay attention, remotest peoples. The Lord called me before | was born; from my mother’'s womb
he pronounced my name. He made my mouth a sharp sword and hid me in the shadow of his hand. He made me into
a sharpened arrow and concealed me in his quiver.

He said to me, “You are my servant Israel, in whom | shall be glorified”; while | was thinking, “I have toiled in vain, |
have exhausted myself for nothing”; and all the while my cause was with the Lord, my reward with my God. | was
honoured in the eyes of the Lord; my God was my strength.

And now the Lord has spoken, he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gather
Israel to him: “It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of
Israel; | will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

Responsorial Psalm Ps 138:1-3. 13-15. R. v.14

(R.) I praise you for | am wonderfully made.

1. O Lord, you search me and you know me, | thank you for the wonder of my being,
you know my resting and my rising, for the wonders of all your creation. (R.)
you discern my purpose from afar. 3. Already you knew my soul,

You mark when | walk or lie down,

hel fi
all my ways lie open to you. (R.) my body held no secret from you

when | was being fashioned in secret

2. For it was you who created my being, and moulded in the depths of the earth. (R.)
knit me together in my mother's womb.

Second Reading

Acts of the Apostles 13:22-26
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Christ's coming was announced beforehand by the preaching of John.

Paul said: ‘God made David the king of our ancestors, of whom he approved in these words, “I have elected David
son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry out my whole purpose.” To keep his promise, God has raised
up for Israel one of David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was heralded by John when he
proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before John ended his career he said, “| am not
the one you imagine me to be; that one is coming after me and | am not fit to undo his sandal.”

‘My brothers, sons of Abraham’s race, and all you who fear God, this message of salvation is meant for you.’
Gospel Acclamation See Luke 1:76

Alleluia, alleluia!

You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 1:57-66. 80

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

John is his name.

The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations
heard that the Lord had shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy.

Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his
mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family has that name’,
and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing tablet and wrote,
‘His name is John.” And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and
praised God. All their neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country
of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And
indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. The child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived out in the wilderness
until the day he appeared openly to Israel.



Thursday 25 Jun 2026
Thursday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time Year 2

First Reading 2 Kings 24:8-17

A reading from the second book of the Kings
Joachim and all his leaders surrendered to the king of Babylon and were prisoners in Babylon.

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he came to the throne, and he reigned for three months in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Nehushta, daughter of Elnathan, from Jerusalem. He did what is displeasing to the Lord, just as
his father had done.

At that time the troops of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched on Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon himself came to attack the city while his troops were besieging it. Then Jehoiachin
king of Judah surrendered to the king of Babylon, he, his mother, his officers, his nobles and his eunuchs, and the king
of Babylon took them prisoner. This was in the eighth year of King Nebuchadnezzar.

The latter carried off all the treasures of the Temple of the Lord and the treasures of the royal palace, and broke up all
the golden furnishings that Solomon king of Israel had made for the sanctuary of the Lord, as the Lord had foretold.
He carried off all Jerusalem into exile, all the nobles and all the notables, ten thousand of these were exiled, with all
the blacksmiths and metalworkers; only the poorest people in the country were left behind. He deported Jehoiachin to
Babylon, as also the king’s mother, his eunuchs and the nobility of the country; he made them all leave Jerusalem for
exile in Babylon. All the men of distinction, seven thousand of them, the blacksmiths and metal workers, one thousand
of them, all of them men capable of bearing arms, were led into exile in Babylon by the king of Babylon.

The king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in succession to him, and changed his name to
Zedekiah.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 78:1-5. 8-9. R. v.9

(R.) For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us.
1

O God, the nations have invaded your land, the mockery and scorn of those who surround us.
they have profaned your holy temple. How long, O Lord? Will you be angry for ever,
They have made Jerusalem a heap of ruins. how long will your anger burn like fire? (R.)

They have handed over the bodies of your

3. Do not hold the guilt of our fathers against us.
servants

as food to feed the birds of heaven

Let ion hasten t t
and the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the ©L yoUr compassion nasien to meet us

for we are in the depths of distress. (R.)

earth. (R.) 4 0God _ . ol
. . . od our saviour, come to our help,
2. Theﬁgﬁj\;zlgz;‘red out blood like water in come for the sake of the glory of your name.

O Lord our God, forgive us our sins;

leaving no one to bury the dead. rescue us for the sake of your name. (R.)

We have become the taunt of our neighbours,

Gospel Acclamation John 14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them and will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 7:21-29

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

The house built on rock is compared to the house built on sand.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘It is not those who say to me, “Lord, Lord,” who will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
person who does the will of my Father in heaven. When the day comes many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, cast out demons in your name, work many miracles in your name?” Then | shall tell them to
their faces: | have never known you; away from me, you evil men!

‘Therefore, everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a sensible man who built his
house on rock. Rain came down, floods rose, gales blew and hurled themselves against that house, and it did not fall:
it was founded on rock. But everyone who listens to these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a stupid
man who built his house on sand. Rain came down, floods rose, gales blew and struck that house, and it fell: and what
a fall it had!’

Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and his teaching made a deep impression on the people
because he taught them with authority, and not like their own scribes



Friday 26 Jun 2026
Friday of the twelfth week in Ordinary Time Year 2
First Reading 2 Kings 25:1-12

A reading from the second book of the Kings

The land of Judah was taken away.
In the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came with his whole army to attack Jerusalem; he pitched camp in front of the city and
threw up earthworks round it. The city lay under siege till the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. In the fourth
month, on the ninth day of the month, when famine was raging in the city and there was no food for the
populace, a breach was made in the city wall. At once, the king made his escape under cover of dark, with
all the fighting men, by way of the gate between the two walls, which is near the king’s garden - the
Chaldaeans had surrounded the city - and made his way towards the Arabah. The Chaldaean troops
pursued the king and caught up with him in the plains of Jericho, where all his troops deserted. The
Chaldaeans captured the king and took him to the king of Babylon at Riblah, who passed sentence on him.
He had the sons of Zedekiah slaughtered before his eyes, then put out Zedekiah’s eyes and, loading him
with chains, carried him off to Babylon.

In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month - it was in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon — Nebuzaradan, commander of the guard, an officer of the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem.
He burned down the Temple of the Lord, the royal palace and all the houses in Jerusalem. The Chaldaean
troops who accompanied the commander of the guard demolished the walls surrounding Jerusalem.
Nebuzaradan, commander of the guard, deported the remainder of the population left behind in the city, the
deserters who had gone over to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the common people. The commander
of the guard left some of the humbler country people as vineyard workers and ploughmen.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 136:1-6. R. v.6

(R.) Let my tongue be silenced,
if | ever forget you!

1. By the rivers of Babylon 3. O how could we sing
there we sat and wept, the song of the Lord
remembering Zion; on alien soil?
on the poplars that grew there If | forget you, Jerusalem,
we hung up our harps. (R.) let my right hand wither! (R.)
2. For it was there that they asked us, 4. O let my tongue
our captors, for songs, cleave to my mouth
our oppressors, for joy. if | remember you not,
‘Sing to us,’ they said, if | prize not Jerusalem
‘one of Zion's songs.’ (R.) above all my joys! (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 8:17

Alleluia, alleluia!

He bore our sicknesses,
and endured our suffering.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 8:1-4

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

If you will, you can cure me.
After Jesus had come down from the mountain large crowds followed him. A leper now came up and bowed
low in front of him. ‘Sir,” he said, ‘if you want to, you can cure me.’ Jesus stretched out his hand, touched
him and said, ‘Of course | want to! Be cured!” And his leprosy was cured at once. Then Jesus said to him,
‘Mind you do not tell anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest and make the offering prescribed by
Moses, as evidence for them.’



Saturday of the twelfth week in Ordinary
First Reading Lam 2:2. 10-14. 18-19

A reading from the book of Lamentations
Cry out to the Lord, O Daughter Zion.

The Lord has pitilessly destroyed all the homes of Jacob; in his displeasure he has shattered the strongholds of the daughter of
Judah; he has thrown to the ground and left accursed the kingdom and its rulers.Mutely they sit on the ground, the elders of the
daughter of Zion; they have put dust on their heads and wrapped themselves in sackcloth. The virgins of Jerusalem hang their
heads down to the ground.

My eyes wasted away with weeping, my entrails shuddered, my liver spilled on the ground at the ruin of the daughters of my
people, as people, mere infants, fainted in the squares of the Citadel. They kept saying to their mothers, “Where is the bread?” as
they fainted like wounded men in the squares of the City, as they poured out their souls on their mothers’ breasts. How can |
describe you, to what compare you, daughter of Jerusalem? Who can rescue and comfort you, virgin daughter of Zion? For huge
as the sea is your affliction; who can possibly cure you?

The visions your prophets had on your behalf were delusive, tinsel things; they never pointed out your sin to ward off your exile.
The visions they proffered you were false, fallacious, and misleading. Cry aloud, then, to the Lord; groan, daughter of Zion; let your
tears flow like a torrent, day and night; give yourself no relief, grant your eyes no rest. Up, cry out in the night-time, in the early
hours of darkness; pour your heart out like water before the Lord. Stretch out your hands to him for the lives of your children who
faint with hunger at the entrance to every street.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 73:1-7. 20-21. R. v.19

(R.) Lord, forget not the life of your poor ones.

1. Why, O God, have you cast us off for ever?
Why blaze with anger against the sheep of your pasture?
Remember your people whom you chose long ago,
the tribe you redeemed to be your own possession,
the mountain of Zion where you made your dwelling. (R.)

2. Turn your steps to these places that are utterly ruined!
The enemy has laid waste the whole of the sanctuary.
Your foes have made uproar in your house of prayer:
they have set up their emblems, their foreign emblems,
high above the entrance to the sanctuary. (R.)

Their axes have battered the wood of its doors.
They have struck together with hatchet and pickaxe.
O God, they have set your sanctuary on fire:

they have razed and profaned the place where you

Remember your covenant; every cave in the land
is a place where violence makes its home.

Do not let the oppressed return disappointed:

let the poor and the needy bless your name. (R.)

dwell. (R.)

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 8:17

Alleluia, alleluia! He bore our sicknesses, and endured our suffering. Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 8:5-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Many will come from East and West and take their places with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the feast.
When Jesus went into Capernaum, a centurion came up and pleaded with him. ‘Sir,” he said, ‘my servant is lying at
home paralysed, and in great pain.’ ‘| will come myself and cure him,” said Jesus. The centurion replied, ‘Sir, | am not
worthy to have you under my roof; just give the word and my servant will be cured. For | am under authority myself,
and have soldiers under me; and | say to one man: Go, and he goes; to another: Come here, and he comes; to my
servant: Do this, and he does it.” When Jesus heard this he was astonished and said to those following him, ‘I tell you
solemnly, nowhere in Israel have | found faith like this. And | tell you that many will come from east and west to take
their places with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob at the feast in the kingdom of heaven; but the subjects of the kingdom
will be turned out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said,
‘Go back, then; you have believed, so let this be done for you.” And the servant was cured at that moment.

And going into Peter’s house Jesus found Peter’s mother-in-law in bed with fever. He touched her hand and the fever
left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.

That evening they bought him many who were possessed by devils. He cast out the spirits with a word and cured all
who were sick. This was to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah:

He took our sicknesses away and carried our diseases for us.



